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From The President: 


Dear members, 


Half of the year has gone by and it has truly been a 
whole different experience for many of us. Even 
though we continue to be socially distant, Ham Radio 
has kept us united and busy. Contests have been 
available and most recently, many of us were able to 
participate in the annual ARRL Field Day. | would like to 
thank all the stations that went on the air for Field Day 
and supported FLARC aggregating their scores to the 
club. It wasn't what we normally look forward to every 
year, but | believe that those who got their rigs up and 
running during that weekend had fun and enjoyed 
themselves. 


Hopefully Field Day 2021 will be a normal weekend 
and we'll all meet at the park and have a good time. 
Also, during this past month of June we were able to 
reach our 100th Health and Welfare Net. To the NCS, 
the participants, and all that have made it possible, 
THANK YOU! 


Continued on page 32 


INSIDE THIS ISSUE 


1 President's Message 

11 Member Profile — Jim Breheney N2JLF 

9 Club Calendar 

13 Robert E Cure W2REC SK 

18 The Way We Were - continuing series 
28 6 meter opening — Bob Holstrom KD2BKD 
25 Around The Shack — Hal Kennedy N4GG 


35 Business Meeting Notes 


www.FairLawnARC.org 


July 2020 


110+ NIGHTS AND COUNTING: 
FLARC CONTINUES NIGHTLY 
HEALTH AND WELFARE NET DURING 
COVID-19 CRISIS 


As the Health and Welfare net passed 100 consecutive 
nights, we asked net controllers about their thoughts 
and observations. Here are some comments: 


From Dave KD2MOB: 


It all started on Friday, February 13, 2020. That was the first 
Friday the FLARC located in the Fair Lawn Community 
Center was closed and COVID-19 was community spread. 
However, that night around 7:00 PM, Stan KC2K, Gene 
WO2W, Ron KC2TBD and David KD2MOB were talking on 
the FLARC Repeater and Ron suggested having a discussion 
every night, to check in on club members. | brought it up to 
the Board and the Health and Welfare Net was started. 


There were lots of topics being discussed on the H&W Net. 
At the beginning, the attendees discussed where to find 
paper goods such as toilet paper and cleaning supplies. We 
also discussed the best ways to have groceries delivered, 
and any assistance for club members who needed help with 
shopping. We noticed some best practices of grocery 
stores, including special shopping hours for seniors and 
those with disabilities. Discussions included the occupancy 
limitations at stores as well as store hours. The opportunity 
to assist our membership and guests who participated in 
these Nets brought a sense of community and information 
updates to all of us. 


As the days turned into weeks, and weeks turned into 
months we started discussing other subjects as well; still 
having the community informed. Such conversations 
covered equipment including assisting hams in types of 
radios, antennae, assembly and programming. We also 
kept everyone informed about the opening up of various 
stores, banks, and other commercial establishments. 


Continued on page 34 
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Field Day 2020 


The early morning gloom matched the mood in an empty Memorial Park to greet a Covid 19-impacted Field Day 2020 on June 27". 


Thanks For Participating! 


Nineteen FLARC club members took part in this year’s 
“unusual” Field Day event—mostly 1D, a few in socially 
distanced groups. If we missed anyone, tell Ed WX2R. 


A Most Unusual Field Day 


A Field Day like no other. It was indeed different. 
Let’s hope it’s only this time. 


TDL Such were the comments heard and noted for a year 
KA2YRA when FD was club-less and site-less. 
NP4H 
K2KCC The bands could have been better. 
W2AAB 
W2TTT 
ALOY The weather could have been better (Saturday). 
W2PX 
prreir The bands didn’t seem as busy as in past years. 
K3KKH 
KM2C There were a lot of questions about rules that 
KB2MDR made this year a bit more confusing. 
K2FTP 
W2MSA : a 
K2PJC There was not much to do if you were a Technician. 
W2JC 
oe But... if you participated, had fun and stayed away 
from the virus, that was a good Field Day. 
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Field Day 2020 Pix and Soapbox 


K2FTP at KM2C 


The shack of KB2ESE 


Bob N2SU: 


Since | do a lot of digital under normal circumstances, | decided to do strictly CW for FD hoping to fill in some 
holes on my WAS totals. No luck. Conditions were terrible! | started on 20 and there was lots of QSB and the skip 
was all over the place. The band was, in a word, fickle. Tried 40 early evening and not much better. Finally found 
some volume on 80 for a couple of hours (about 50 contacts) before pulling the switch at 11 PM. Found some 
business on 15 Sunday morning. Hope to get to 150 QSOs. 


Glenn KD2MDR: 


Last night 20, 40 and 80 m digital were busy. Up at 4 AM today and 40 and 80 digital were moderate. 10 m was 
sparse yesterday on digital but 15 m was better on digital. Very active protocol is FT4. It is highly used during 
field day. About 70% of my contacts are FT4. The software is handling field day mode very well. 


Noel W2MSA: 


| operated strictly SSB most of yesterday taking breaks every couple of hours, made a hand full of contacts locally 
on 2M, 6M, 10M and most other contacts were made on 20M and 40M. Went to bed at 11pm and continued 
early this morning. | have about 120 contacts so far. My station consists of Icom 7300, Icom 746pro, OCF 40-6 
dipole and 2M/70cm vertical, NIMM+. Hope everybody is having fun. I’m having a good time but | do miss being 
out in the field. 


Brad KM2C: 


Chugging along with 95% SSB we are at 419 QSO so far. Right now just running 1 station instead of 2. 
Wound up with 451 QSO for 12 hours worked. 


Aly AL@Y: 
Oddly enough, 2m and 6m were very good for SSB yesterday. 


During the night, 40m and 80 were great. 15m was active in Saturday evening. 
We operated all bands from 160 to 1.2GHz mainly digital and SSB. Can't agree more with KD2MDR about FT4. 


Remember... Field Day is an operating event, not a contest!! 
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Field Day 2020 Pix and Soapbox 


Gordon W2TTT: 


| don't think that the bands were as crowded as normal years. Having said that, | am willing to bet that we made 
more QSOs this year in each operating position. We run 2F in Passaic County, hence our special event callsign of 
K2P for Key to Passaic. 


Roughly the same group we had last year with KD2ION, WX2UA, N3UXK, AL@Y, and W2TTT, but with the 
addition of WO2X. Operating mostly 20, 40 and 6, but we also made QSOs on 160, 80, 15 and 10. We also had 
FM on 146.52, 223.5 and 446. The fun bonus was the 1296.1 SSB QSO with W2GLQ in Nutley! Both stations 
were portable, too. We were using a tri-band vertical, but the other station was using a log periodic mounted on 
a camera tripod meant for cellular that covered 694-2700 MHz! 


We arrived at our hilltop site between 8-10 AM and our multiband end-fed wire and OCF dipoles were up pretty 
quick. We then ran network cables and assembled and installed a tri-band vertical for 144/446/1296, j-pole on 
223.5 and yagis for 6m and 2m. Gear followed with Aly's IC-7300 on the end-fed, Gordon's Flexradio 6600 on 
the OCF and Dave (WO2X) with his Flexradio 6500 on the 6m and 2m yagis. Aly used his Macbook and Dave and 
Gordon used Maestros and Windows laptops. Everyone ran NIMM+ and WSJT-X. FM logging was done on paper 
with over sixty contacts on three bands. The end-fed yielded 5 QSOs on 160m! The overall experience highlights 
the need to try lots of different things and to OPERATE! Field Day has been a blast courtesy of various departments 
of Passaic County and our zeal and determination to do this safely and to not simply cower at home. Having said 
that, we understand that for many, the only practical option is to operate from home as 1D or 2D stations. We 
would encourage the League's staff to make permanent the temporary rules changes as increased numbers of our 
population are aging, medically challenged or have no one with whom they can operate outside of their home. No 
harm would be done, and it would encourage those at home to consider operating more extensively. 


Lo] tn 

W4KGC - 7190 [KC1ILH @ -18 min} - VA 

K: NA/UNITED STATES, Zn 5, Hdg 229° LP 50° 750mi 1207km | 
Sunrise:10:28Z Sunset:00:49Z 
SFVA/K: 28-JUN-2020 15 69 7 1 NO STORMS -> NO STORMS <VE7CC> 


_ Q's - 10, 100, 60m, 34m Q'siHr W2MSA 


Last QSO 


13:19 


a> 


Next Goal 50 


W2TTT Trailer W2MSA Scorecard 
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Field Day 2020 Pix and Soapbox 


Garrett Mountain, Paterson 


Fred W2AAB: 

Hoo boy! Glad THAT'S over with! 

Friday, | had to repair the fallen low side of the delta loop. Just had to re-tie the guy ropes. 
They had snapped, probably from a recent storm. Glad | noticed the wire on the ground! 
Anyway..... on to FD 


SUMMARY: W2AAB 1D NNJ 


Brad KM2C 
ALL CW, LOW POWER 
20 METERS 151 QSO'S X2 = 302 POINTS Wound up with 451 QSO for 12 hours worked. 
See rita rua ARRL Field Day (June) - 2020-06-27 1800Z to 
On-line submission 50 POINTS a 
TOTALS: KM2C Max Rates: 
eee S0 = Aase POINTS 2020-06-27 2353Z- 4.0 per minute, 


240 per hour by KM2C 
(Of course | just couldn't make that 350th Q)!! 


All search & pounce (no running) 


Propagation was somewhat less than stellar; in fact, I'd call it chiefly lousy, especially on Saturday with rapid QSB 
and weird openings on 20. Sunday was slightly better, with some nice short skip to draw in the closer states.. 
Finally figured out how to set my RIT for better answers to calls. | guess this TS-590 works, huh? 


If | had to do it all over again..... | would. 
Paul K2PJC: 


Started on time but the QSB was relentless during the first few hours. Didn't start getting on a roll until 40M last 
night. Tried a little of everything but CW was the mode | was after. A good time but miss being with the group... 
O hot dogs were consumed :( 


More From Noel W2MSA: 

I’m really happy | didn’t give up too soon. 

| made about 112 contacts from yesterday through mid-morning today; then after taking a break, | decided to try 
to make a few more contacts. Well would you know | wound up working a pileup on 40 that lasted 1 hour and 

20 min with 161 contacts, for a grand total of 273 contacts. | have to say | was pleasantly surprised to end the 
contest like that. 
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Field Day 2020 Pix and Soapbox 


Steve KA2YRA: 


This was another "new normal" for Field Day 2020. Had to make some last minute changes in plans to stay near/at home and 
since not enough battery power (never enough ;-) Class 1D it was, digital to maximize point values, and mag loop to keep a low 
profile on the terrace. Since this was my home station, already setup, | was able to operate the maximum time. 


So, after many gaps for weather, sleep, coffee, biology, more sleep, more coffee, more biology, and other stuff | managed to add 
326 points to the FLARC aggregate score: 69 QSOs and 169 points. 


KA2YRA Loop 1 


The photos show my setup on the terrace, aka the "Tale of the Two Loops" though only one was used at a time. The larger 
one is an MFJ 1788 for 15 thru 45 Meters and the smaller is for 6M. These are my antennas of HOA choice when at home due 
to their stealthiness, though they are a compromise. Rigs were both Yaesu, FT-817ND at 5 watts and 857D up to and 
including 100 watts. WSJT-X v2.2.2, JTAlert v2.16.8, HRD Logbook v6.7.0.269, and NIMMLogger+ v1.0.8501.0. High point was 
seeing Joe Taylor K1JT on 6 Meters Sunday morning, and one of the low points was not being able to work him. 


Nomar NP4H: 


Well, another FD has come and gone... | was looking forward to spending a nice weekend in a comfortable backyard, with 
trees to put up a couple of antennas, but with the weather forecast that threatened for Saturday, and not wanting to be 
caught in rain, we decided to abort and go to Plan "C" (Plan A & B were at the desired location), | stayed home and prayed 
| could do something "acceptable" in terms of contacts and points. 


So, we opened the window and placed the ol' Barker & Williamson AP-10 (The Original) there, hoping it would do a 
somewhat decent job. We fired up the Icom IC-706MKIIG along with the Bencher BY-2 and off we went... Because of the not 
too perfect antenna, we went all CW to compensate the less amount of contacts with the points. Honestly, it was quite 
depressing at the beginning, but we started getting through and logging contacts. Not as much as | wanted, but it wasn't that 
bad after all. The AP-10 was behaving quite well under the circumstances. | stayed mainly on 20 meters, but this morning | 
gave it a shot and was able to tune the antenna to 15 meters (lazy me, didn't want to change the coil), thanks to the old 
Kenwood AT-120 antenna tuner. 


Bottom line, did over 100 contacts, 2 were actually DX, Hungary and France (not bad) and was able to bring some points in 
for FLARC, operate some HF and have fun. It was a wonderful surprise to hear Fred, W2AAB give me a call yesterday, thanks 
for the call Fred! 


Again, thanks to all, blessings and take care... Now, to make an espresso... 


73, 
Nomar, NP4H 
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Fellow FLARC Members, 


As we all know, the coronavirus continues to be top of the news and that the club is closed until further 
notice. Out of an overabundance of caution and our care for your safety, all FLARC events are postponed 
until further notice due to COVID-19. 


Check in on our nightly health and welfare net on the W2NPT repeater at 7:00 PM and let us know how 
you’re doing. You may be isolated at this time but you are not alone. Stay safe! 


Important notice for preventing COVID-19 outbreaks. 


Avoid the “Three Cs’! 


1. Closed spaces with poor ventilation. 
2. Crowded places with many people nearby. 


H h 
3. Close-contact settings 2u°" 2s cleserarge 


Keep these “Three Cs” from overlapping in daily life. 


The risk of occurrence of 
clusters is particularly high 
when the “Three Cs” overlap! 
In addition to the “Three Cs,” items used 


by multiple people should be cleaned with 
disinfectant. 


Source: www.mhlw.go.jp 


Nomar NP4H -- July 1, 2020 
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The Club Fair Lawn ARC is the fastest growing ham Fair Lawn RACES/ARES Corner 
club around, with five operating positions in a permanent 
clubhouse. Visitors and guests are always welcome. The 
club is open every Friday night from NLT 6:30 PM. Business 
meetings are the first Friday of the month at 7:30PM. 


RACES 

2020 Officers, Committees and Assignments 
President Nomar Vizcarrando NP4H 
Vice President John L. Howard W2JLH 
Treasurer Al Rasmussen WA20WL 
Secretary Randy Smith WU2S 
Trustee Skip Barker KD2BRV Summer is here and the 2020 Field Day has come and 
gone under different operating circumstances due to the 
Trustee Ed au ; W2R COVID-19 pandemic. Thank you to all who participated in 
Trustee Don Cassarini N2PRT Field Day. Fair Lawn ARES was in receipt of a Radiogram 
Field Day Steve Wraga WA2BYX during Field Day this year from the Wayne County 
Member Services Judith Shaw KC2LTM Amateur Radio Club (PA). 


Publicity Ed Efchak WX2R ; 

_ . Please note the new time of the FL-ARES KB2FLA Nets. 
Publicity Gene Ottenheimer wo2Ww They are now taking place on Wednesdays at 1900 hours 
Publicity Judith Shaw KC2LTM on the FLARC and NJ2BS Repeaters. Please join us every 
Publicity Susan Frank W6SKT Wednesday for any updates, messages or activities which 


Program Lowell Vant Slot W2DLT may take place. 


Publicly caulds WZREE You may or may not be aware that the W2NPT Repeater 


N Vi d 
Publicity ee a i NP4H is now linked to the NJ2BS Repeater through KD2BKD-L 
Social Medi 6 A : wD on Echolink. With the new link, our footprint in Bergen 
sits ave Mart Q County as well as the surrounding area on the 2 meter 
Video/YouTube Thom Guida W2NZ band has expanded! A special thanks goes out to Gordon 
VE Liaison Gene Ottenheimer wo2Ww W2TTT who owns the NJ2BS Repeater and Bob KD2BKD 
VE Liaison Pete Senesi KD2BMX for linking the repeaters. Also, a thank you goes to Paul 
raucdeden Garden Haale W2TTT W2IP for making it happen on the W2NPT end. 
E j A 
eauiias Randy Smith wu2s The Fair Lawn ARC Repeater info is: RX 145.47 MHz / TX 
Education John L. Howard K2JLH 144.87, PL Tone 167.9 Hz. Echolink W2NPT-R. 
History Fred Belghaus W2AAB 146.235, PL Tone 151.4 Hz. Echolink KD2BKD-L. 
Health and Welfare Judith Shaw KC2LTM FL-ARES would like to thank the FLARC for the use of its 
Photographer Don Cassarini N2PRT repeater as well as the Venture Crew 73 73 Club for the 
W2NPT Trustee Paul Cornett w2iP use of their repeater. 
Technical Paul Cornett W2IP 
. . We are fortunate to make Fair Lawn and the surrounding 
Technical Randy Smith WU2S So F , 
communities our home. With our leadership and support 
Technical Fred Wawra W2ABE from the FLARC we can grow and be of assistance in 
RACES Director Dave Gotlib KD2MOB many community events. We are always seeking new 
RACES Liaison Steve Wraga WA2BYX members to join FL-ARES. 
Newsletter Editor Ed Efchak WX2R 
_. . The Fair Lawn Night Out which FL-ARES would have 
FL Town Liaison Gene Ottenheimer WO2W participated in has been postponed until October. 
Net Scheduler Brian Cirulnick KD2KLN 
Quartermaster Brian Cirulnick KD2KLN Continued on page 34 
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MASTER EVENT CALENDAR 
Out of an overabundance of caution and our care for your safety, (not to mention state law) 
all FLARC events are postponed or rescheduled until further notice due to COVID-19. 


July 17,2020 Kawfee Tawk: Charlie AC2ZU “Nikola Tesla” (Zoom) 


Lowell Van’t Slot W2DLT “Working the CQWW SSB Contest At A Caribbean 
Superstation” — (Tentative) 


October 16,2020 Hal Kennedy N4GG “Spark At FLARC” Via Skype (Tentative) 
October 18, 2020 Fair Lawn Fall Street Fair (River Road) (Tentative) 
December 18, 2020 Kawfee Tawk: Ria Jairam N2RJ “The State Of The ARRL At Year End” 
TBD Return Visit To iHeartRadio/WSUS transmitter 
TBD Field Trip to Sarnoff Center, Princeton 
** 2nd Friday of month 


September 18, 2020 


FAIR LAWN 


N 7hN J 


AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 


More Than A Club... 
A Community Of Friends! 


FLARC VEC Exams 

All FLARC events are postponed or rescheduled until 
further notice due to COVID-19. 

Our next test sessions are scheduled TBD beginning at 
09:00 at the Community Center. No advanced 


™ registration is required but always appreciated. The 


Hidetsugu Yagi's 130th Birthday Google Doodle 


fee is $15.00 (cash or check). 


Please bring positive identification (license, passport, 
etc.), your original license and a copy, original CSCE 


Follow FLARC ON THE WEB and a copy (if credit is needed). 
Facebook: http://facebook.FairLawnARC.or The full exam schedule is on the club calendar at the 
; ; FairLawnARC.org website. For further information 
Twitter: @FairLawnARC contact VE-Liason@FairLawnARC.org. 
Blog: http://blog.FairLawnARC.or. Please refer also to the "License Exams" link 
on the main website-- 
Youtube: http://youtube.FairLawnARC.or, 
Website: http://FairLawnARC.org http://bit.ly/FLARC-Testing 
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Interested in Chasing DX? Please Note: Operating at W2NPT 


A casual group of FLARCers including Van W2DLT, John Starting in January 2019 club trustees have sign-in 


KD2NRS, Brad KM2C, Karl W2KBF, Nomar NP4H, Steve sheets for all operating positions. There is a 
WI2W, Jim W2JC, Larry WA2ALY and Fred W2AAB have clipboard at Operating Position #1, #2 (digital) and 
formed an email group to keep each other in touch in #4 with a form on which to sign up for half-hour 
(real) time of when the rare or interesting ones show up time slots. No longer first come-first served, in 
to chase. fairness to all who want to use our club equipment 
Interested? See or contact Van W2DLT. and the new antennas. 


New Digital Modes SIG Created 


Lee KD2DRS and Nomar NP4H have stepped Get Direct With FLARC! 


forward to create and lead a Special Interest Group 


(SIG) on digital modes (FT8, etc.). This group is Here is a direct link to specific club info: just a click away! 


open to all members of the FLARC groups.io group, http://apparel.FairLawnARC.org 
regardless of experience. http://auction.FairLawnARC.org 
http://blog.FairLawnARC.org 
Contact either Lee leecsmith@ aol.com or Nomar http://calendar.FairLawnARC.org 
np4h@aol.com for information on joinin Dep eens Pale 
np4h@aol.com fo and 8. http://exams.FairLawnARC.org 
http://facebook.FairLawnARC.org 
Or just go to the club website FairLawnARC.org and http://news.FairLawnARC.org 
use the "Join Special Interest Group(s)" link on left. http://swap.FairLawnARC.org 
http://tech.FairLawnARC.org 
http://youtube.FairLawnARC.org 


NEW ! 
https://groups.io/g/FairLawnARC 
FAIR LAWN 

ie 
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Equipment Problem? 


If you encounter a piece of club equipment, instrument 
or tool that is not working correctly or is broken in any 
way, we now have a Trouble Report form that you can 
use to describe the problem and report it to the 
Technical Committee -- who will arrange for repair. 


AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 


2020 — The Year of 
(Distance) Learning! June 2020 Blog Traffic 


With coronavirus dominating the news, both visitors and 
page views to the blog were down this month. We’ve 
also done more email communications to members. 


June June % 

2020 2019 Change 
Views 340 438 -22% 
Visitors 160 211 -24% 
Posts 4 3 +33% 


There is new content nearly every day so it's really worth 
L ee ™ . 
Brad KM2C talks through the Flex equipment to kick the look at both FairLawnARC.org and the blog. 


off the Year of Learning back on January 10" http://blog.FairLawnARC.org 
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Member Profile 


NAME: Jim Breheny CALL: N2JLF 


What do you do/what did you do for a living? 


| work in construction — a commercial window installer. 


How did you get interested in ham radio? 


It started as a kid with walkie-talkies. In high school 
| took electronics classes and built both a tube and a 
transistor radios. | looked into getting a ham license 
but was frustrated with the code requirements at the 
time so | dropped the idea. 


Around 2005 when | was involved with volunteer work 
with hurricane/flood and natural disaster relief as well 
as CERT and the Red Cross | saw how valuable 
communications became to the mission. 


| looked into getting my license again and when | found 
out that no code was needed to get it | was thrilled and 
got my Technician ticket in March 2016. Since then 
| have received my General and am now working on my 
Extra license. 


What parts of the hobby interest you most? 


My main focus is on voice communications at local and 
long distances. However in today’s day and age, | see 
the value of digital communications like FLDIGI, 
WINLINK, FT8, J58 and others. Also emergency 
communications. 


Jim N2JLF 
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What does belonging to FLARC mean to you? 


| remember FLARC since high school but did not look 
into it until | got my license and wanted to know more 
about amateur radio. When | stepped through the 
club door | was overwhelmed with the acceptance 
and the talent that was available. Captain Larry 
brought me to one of the stations and went over it 
and overwhelmed me with information about it. So in 
order to take advantage of this talent, | joined the 
club. 


As | learn more and more | use what | know to help 
new members and the community in its efforts to 
keep people safe and prepare for any emergency 
situation. | am a member of ARES/RACES and CERT for 
the town. I’ve also helped the club during events and 
the antenna repair. 


What should be the club’s priorities in the next year? 


| would like to see if we could help the town with a 
neighborhood watch and if the need arises to have a 
communications plan in place to assist and cover the 
town with radio coverage. 


What else can you tell us about yourself and/or 
ham radio? 


| feel that as a ham and citizen that we can use our 
talents to help protect and serve our community by 
backing up OEM and LEO during natural disasters or 
community emergencies. 


What other ham related clubs or organizations do 
you belong? 


ARES/RACES and assist in the Health and Welfare net. 


The shack of N2JLF 
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July 2020 Near and Far 
Net Controls 


Here is the roster for net controls for the upcoming 
month as reported by Brian KD2KLN: 


Date Net Control 


July 6 KD2MOB 
July 13 NP4H 
July 20 KD2KLN 
July 27 N2AAM 


The Near and Far Net now averages close to 20 check- 
ins on an average week! Cool beans. 


But we need more volunteers to be net controls - -if 
everyone takes their turn it's less burden on the 


others. And it's easy. 


Volunteer --- don't wait to be asked (unless you really 
want to be flattered). 


Ham Radio Is Contagious 
And It Won’t Make You Sick!! 


Congrats To Bob WA2ISE 


For achieving DXCC for digital...congrats! 


4 The American Radio Relay League, Inc, 


| DX'CENTURY CLUB 


This sorties that iy 


WAZISE DXCC 
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Club Apparel — 
Get Them While They're RED! 


Club apparel is always in vogue. Red is always 
"in" and your club friends all have them... you 
want a shirt or jacket for the next FLARC event! 
Great for Field Day! 


Don't forget.... they're easy to order. 
Go to www.hamthreads.com 


or visit http://apparel.FairLawnARC.org 


Check out the item selection that is posted on 
the FLARC website (with pictures and prices). 
Order the shirts or other items you want with 
either the regular FLARC logo or the still-cool 
60th anniversary logo. Note: RED is the primary 
and preferred club standard shirt color. 


And why not WEAR your nice red shirt when you 
come to the club, especially for meetings and events. 


Memorial Day 2017 


2020 FLARC Speaker Series 
Locations: 


SPEAKERS WHO ARE FLARC MEMBERS: 
FLARC CLUBHOUSE 
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Robert E. Cure W2REC SK 


The club regrets to note the death of club member 
Robert Cure W2REC on April 14, 2020. 


Robert resided in Linden and was also a member of 
the Tri-County Radio Association. 


We extend our condolences to his wife and family. 


Thanks To All For 
Rejoining FLARC In 2020!! 


BEQUEATHS AND DONATIONS 

Planned gifts usually imply the family donation of amateur 
equipment to the club when someone has become a Silent Key. 
But it can be more. Club members might consider making a gift 
through a will or trust; gifts that help provide lifetime income to 
the club. Consult with your lawyer, estate planner or tax advisor 


if you feel such as gift is worthy. 


About The Club 


The Resonator is published monthly and is the official (and 
only) newsletter of The Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club. 
FLARC was established in 1956 and has met continuously 
since inception. The club is sponsored by the Borough of 
Fair Lawn. The club meets every Friday at 6PM at 
the club station in The Fair Lawn Community Center, 
10-10 20th Street, Fair Lawn, NJ. Business meetings are the 
first Friday of the month at 7:30 PM. 


Visitors ARE ALWAYS welcome at our meetings. 


FLARC operates the W2NPT repeater (145.470- PL 167.9) 
located high atop the Community Center. The analog 
repeater is open to all amateurs for use without 
restrictions. 


The club has over one hundred paid members. 
Dues are currently $25 per year/S20 for new members. 


For more information, please see our website, at 
http://membership.FairLawnARC.or, 


All content in The Resonator is protected by copyright ©. 
No other use without permission. 
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Content and opinions expressed by contributors 
do not necessarily reflect the policies of the Fair 
Lawn Amateur Radio Club, its Officers or 
members. Contributors grant express permission 
to FLARC to distribute articles in this or any issue 
of The Resonator. Authors also grant express 
permission for the use and/or repurposing of 
these articles, in part or in full, in other 
publications with credit to the original author 
and to The Resonator. All material is copyright 
©2020. Do not copy or reproduce any of this 
material without the written permission of 
FLARC. 


“POP-UP TUESDAYS” 
WILL BE BACK IN A WHILE! 


Check the club calendar, the club website 
and your email each week to check when 
we will resume. 


PUBLICITY COMMITTEE NEWS 


The Publicity Committee is seeking new members 
to help grow the club with its varied activities. 
Enthusiasm desired... no experience necessary. 
Contact Ed WX2R or any other committee member. 


FAIR LAWN 


N YR~ 5 


AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 


FAIR LAWN'S 
COMMUNICATIONS CENTER! 
With New Antennas On The Roof! 


www.FairLawnARC.org 


2020 Near and Far Net Check-In's 

Now in its third year, the FLARC Near and Far net is 
chugging along each week. Here is list of our check-ins 
beginning on New Year's Night in no particular order. 
Mondays at 8PM on the repeater. 


2019-20 Member Profiles 


The year is now complete and here is a list of the 2019 
monthly profiles. See past profiles elsewhere in The 
Resonator to check back in the archives to see each 
featured member's background. 


Call Name 

N2AAM Dave Month Name Call Sign 
wo2w Gene January 2019 Dave KD2JIP 
W2DLT Van February Jim K2ZO 
KD2MOB Dave March Zach KC2RSS 
W2JC Jim April Bob N2SU 
Wwi2w Steve May Stan KC2K 
N2SU Bob June Steve WA2BYX 
N2OEL Noel July Roger K2RRB 
WX2R Ed August Judith KC2LTM 
W2AAB ened September Chris w2TU 
KD2KLN Brian October Bob N2SU 
W2MSA Noel November Bob WAZISE 
W2KBF Karl December Carol KD2NMV 
AC2ZU Charlie January 2020 Gordon W2TIT 
W3EH George February Chris KD2JQZ 
KC2TBD Ron March Glenn KD2MDR 
TG9AOR Joe April Steve K2SAB 
N2OEL Neel May Ahmed NJ8Y 
N2JLF Jim June Charlie AC2ZU 
W2TAB Tom july Jim N2JLF 
KC2TBD Ron 

KA2YRA SIEVE Congratulations! 

WA2BYX Steve 

KD2BKD Bob 

ecoR Stan The March VE testing session was cancelled due to 
oval Steve the cononavirus pandemic. So... no test session 
WROCEN Hank results. 

W2TTT Gordon = _— — 
ay ahmed Name = Call New License 
Ter Brice No activity 

Ww2CQx Dan 

W2KNG Jim 

WK2T Lee 

W2NZ Thom 

K2PD Don 

KD2JIP Dave FAIR LAWN 
K2ZVL Van a 
KC2ASA Peter " “B” 
W2AAB Fred AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
KD2LRX Jason 

K3DQP Walt 

KD2TVZ Ed 
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Past FLARC Member Profiles Blood Donors Needed 


Here is a list of past member features and we In This Time Of Emergency 
welcome your recommendations for new profiles 


~ including your own. The Red Cross and related organizations are in great 


need for blood donations since most corporate 


Month Name Call Sign blood drives have been cancelled. 

January 2016 Pete KB2BMX 

February Marco KC2ZMA Communitybloodservices.com has a network of 
March Ron KC2TBD offices open during the week and would really 
April Kai K2TRW welcome folks making appointments to donate blood. 
May Larry WAZ2ALY 

June Dave N8MAR Thanks! 

July Steve WI2W 

August Thom W2NZ 

September Brian KD2KLN 

October Brad KM2C 

November Al WA20WL 

December George W3EH 

January 2017 Fred W2ABE 

February Dave KD2MOB 


March Randy wu2s American 


April Lee KD2DRS 


May Gene wo2w Red Cross 


June Carol KD2NMV 
July Kevin KC2KCC 
Aupust oe KD2NOG NOW AVAILABLE FREE TO FLARC 
September Robert KD2BKD MEMBERS: 
October John KD2NRS 
November Fred W2AAB In December and January nearly 120 FLARC members took 
December Margaret W2GB part in its annual member survey. One of the survey 
January 2018 Brian KD20AZ questions asked about your interests in ham radio— 
February Bennett KO20K specifically what you wanted to learn more about. 
March Van W2DLT a ae 
April Aly AL@Y A composite list of all 26 content-specific interests cross- 
referenced by member call sign has been created and 
| a = ilable to you just for the asking. It’s a quick way to find 
jane Bare N2AAM available 0 you jus for e asking. sa quick way to fin 
out who has similar interests to yours in the club and to 
uly sarang W2nePand simplify who to look for when you have a question ona 
Susan W2SKT e ° : . a 
specific subject. 
August Steve KA2YRA 
Serre meer re aes A first group has formed from this interest list—see the 
cIOBED IP story elsewhere in The Resonator. 
November Jim Ww2JC 
December Tom N2AAX Just drop an email to wx2r@arrl.net and type the word 
: : “survey” in the Subject _box...he will send it back directly to 
By the way, Randy (WU2S) has compiled a binder of all you ASAP 


back issues of The Resonator and it's located in the club 
office. Thanks Randy!!! 
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Randy WU2S Featured In ARRL Talk 
On MESH Networking 


Our own Randy WU2S was the featured presenter on 
June 24" discussing “AREDN - Amateur Radio Data 
Networking for the 21st Century”. More than 150 
attended on the video call. 


High-speed multimedia mesh networking is a 21st- 
century solution for hams who provide communi- 
cations support to emergency responders. This 
presentation showcased recent advancements in the 
Amateur Radio Emergency Data Network (AREDN) 
project, how people are deploying it, and examples of 
applications and services provided. 


As many of you know, Randy is president and founder 
of Amateur Radio Emergency Data Network Inc. 


Ed-itorial: When Your Shack 
Is Also Our Clubhouse 


There is a bit of a buzz at this writing (late June) that the 
state will begin to lift restrictions on indoor activities which 
may allow the re-opening of the clubhouse. 


No doubt social gathering restrictions will be heavily in place 
limiting attendance. And many members who are older 
and/or with afflictions will do well to practice the “3 C’s” — 
avoid close spaces with poor ventilation, avoid crowded 
places with many people nearby and avoiding close contact 
settings such as close-range conversations. 


That should turn your shack into a “shadow” clubhouse; 
to stay an active part of the club while being physically 
separated from it. 


Let’s think of some new ideas to make this happen. 


DE Ed WX2R 


Ham Radio Is Contagious 
And It Won’t Make You Sick!! 
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KD2BKD Talks DMR In Successful 
June Kawfee Tawk Program 


A video crowd of nearly 50 from as far away as 
Schenectady and Nantucket came away from the 
June 20" program with a better understanding of 
what DMR is and how it works — thanks to club 
member Bob Holstrom KD2BKD. 


Using a very effective PowerPoint, Bob walked the 
group though the basics of getting on DMR, 
understanding talk groups, time slots, setting up your 
radio and getting onto a local repeater. 


Bob explained how to solve and overcome difficulties 
in programming and what awaits the new user to the 
application. 


The session was a lively one with lots of discussions, 
chats, and great contributions. And some new DMR 
radios purchased as a result of the introduction. 


It would also appear that a new SIG group on using 
DMR has come from this presentation. There were 
many who expressed interest and Bob indicated that 
he would look to put it together. 


If you’re interested, send a note to Bob at 
KD2BKD@optonlime.net or Nomar at 
NP4H@arrl.net. 


Or just go to the club website FairLawnARC.org and 
use the "Join Special Interest Group(s)" link on left. 


Part of the June 20" Kawfee Tawk audience... 
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July 17 Kawfee Tawk Features A 
Portrait Of A Young Nikola Tesla 


The Fair Lawn (NJ) Amateur Radio Club’s July monthly video 
“Kawfee Tawk” program will take a unique look at a young 
Nikola Tesla and the early stages of his _ technical 
development. 


The topic “Nikola Tesla — A Science, Technology, Engineering 
& Math (STEM) Perspective” will be presented by Charles M. 
Cebula, P.E., Adjunct Associate Professor, Ocean County 
College, Toms River, NJ. Charles is a FLARC member and 
holds the call AC2ZU. 


This video program will be held on Friday, July 17" 
beginning at 7:30 PM EDT (2330 UTC). 


This presentation will provide you with information on 
Tesla’s early life and how it helped to nurture his ability to 
become a great inventor and visionary in the technological 
advances that we enjoy today. The presentation will focus 
on four specific STEM type related accomplishments, to 
include: Tesla’s support to Thomas Edison with some 
improvements on his DC Generator (despite his desire to 
convince Edison to switch to AC Power Distribution), his 
development of the AC Induction Motor making his desire 
to promote AC Power Distribution as the world standard as 
practical reality, his development of the Tesla Coil, which 
formed the basis for future development of radio and 
wireless transmission and his amazing discoveries of the 
significance of the numbers 3,6,9 and how it relates to 
patterns with some physical world and live significance. 


The program will last about an hour and will include an 
opportunity for questions and comments. 


Charlie AC2ZU 


What A Club!! FLARC Membership 
Renewals Exceed 2019 Levels 


As the extended 2020 club membership year comes to 
an end, a milestone has been reached. 


As we closed the books, a record number of members 
have chosen to renew. The paid member count now 


stands at 157 including four new members. 


For perspective, the total number of members going 
into 2019 was 145, so this is a true vote of confidence 
in the club. 


Member renewal rates are also at a record. Not 
including new members, 92% of our end -of- 2019 
roster of 167 renewed compared with 84% in 2018. 


Thanks to everyone for their support of the club! 


Two Special Interest Groups 
Formed: Any Others? 


We may be in lockdown but there is no lack of club 
interest. So far the Radio Monitoring Group has 
18members and we’ve started a Digital Modes group 
thanks to KD2DRS and NP4H. Other groups from the 
member survey included: 


e Radio Propagation 

e Antennas and how they work 
e Kit building 

e Raspberry pi and Arduino and 
e Ham radio software 


Anyone interested in leading any of these groups...? 
Please see Nomar NP4H. 


SEE THE STORY ON DMR — 
A NEW GROUP!! 


We appreciate your support of the Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club! 


This is your Club! Be part of it! 
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The Way We Were 


The Story of a Receiver 


_ By: Fred Belghaus W2AAB 
Image from May, 1926 QST, courtesy ARRL 


When | was ten years old, | desperately wanted a shortwave receiver. In those days, Sears & Roebuck used to sell 
receivers made by two companies that | remember; National and Hallicrafters. |’d never heard of National Radio 
back then, but | knew Hallicrafters, because three years before, while visiting a non-ham uncle, he had a 
Hallicrafters S-20R receiver, which | somehow managed to operate. In the process, | discovered shortwave 
broadcast and ham stations for the first time. 


The models | remember seeing in the Sears catalog were the S-85, SX-96, SX-99, SX-100 and the SX-62A. The S-85 
was a general coverage set, and the least expensive of the group. The SX-96, SX-99 and SX-100 were a bit more 
impressive. They covered all bands from AM broadcast to 30 MHz, with band-spread available on the ham bands. 
They had big S-meters on the front panel, between the main tuning and band-spread dials. The S-85 had no 
meter. | was impressed by anything with a meter. | wanted a receiver with a nice, big meter. 


But the SX-62A was different. For one thing, it was bigger than all the others. For another, there was only one 
tuning dial. But what a dial! It was what was known as a “slide-rule” type dial, with frequencies of all the bands 
marked in white numerals on a black background. There was no band-spread tuning, just a big pointer that 
moved across the “slide-rule” dial, controlled by a single tuning knob. 


The dial had another feature. In various places across it, there were the names of cities around the world: 
London, Paris, Rome, Tokyo, Berlin, and so on. In other words, when you tuned to those places on the dial, that’s 
where you were supposed to hear a shortwave station originating from that city. Now, that was something 
special to me. 


But that’s not all. Of all the models, the SX-62A tuned the AM broadcast band, right up to 54 MHz, and also the 
FM broadcast band from 88 to 108 MHz. It could receive AM, CW, and FM. None of the others could do all that. 
The SX-62A didn’t have an S-meter. But that didn’t matter to me now. The SX-62A was my “dream” receiver, and 
| wanted one badly. Here’s a picture of one....a Hallicrafters SX 62A (pix courtesy of ebay) 
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The Way We Were 


Upon first seeing it in the catalog | said, “Wow! What a receiver!” To this day, | still consider it one of the most 
impressive looking examples of radio art. With 10 Watts of audio, it was a real powerhouse, and weighing in at 63 
pounds, it was quite a hunk of iron. It wasn’t some wimpy transistor set, it was a REAL radio—a radio with gonads! 
For a ten year old kid crazy about radios, it was the ultimate. 


| showed my dad the catalog, and pointed to the SX-62A, telling him, “That’s the one | want.” Now dad was a 
working man, with a wife and child to support. He had a mortgage to pay, car payments, taxes, and other bills. But 
being a good natured guy, he read the copy, and moved his eyes down to the price. It was $299.95. (In 2020 dollars, 
that would be equal to more than $2,700.00). 


Dad frowned, and then he said, “THREE HUNDRED DOLLARS—FOR A RADIO?” 


My heart sank. To dad, a “radio” was a little box that sat on the kitchen counter. A fancy one would have cost about 
$20.00. “But dad—it’s not just a ‘radio,’ it’s a shortwave set. It tunes all the radio frequencies...” 


“Son, have a heart. That’s too much. Isn’t there something else for less money?” 


There was the Hallicrafters S-85, but | didn’t say so, even though it sold for only about $120.00 in those days. It just 
didn’t have the pizzazz of the SX-62A. 


“Well, find out,” Dad said, “But this one is too much.” 
“Okay,” | said, forlornly. 


In those days, | never read comic books. | thought they were stupid. Instead, | read real books, and magazines like 
Popular Science, Popular Electronics, Popular Mechanics, and Radio-Electronics. | developed a plan of action. 


These magazines were full of ads offering free stuff. They were catalogs, mainly, and some from schools offering a 
“free book” describing correspondence courses in radio and electronics. Those ads were funny. 


“Earn big money in radio-TV repair.” “Your bright future is in electronics.” “Big money is electric motor repair.” 
“Start your own TV repair business and earn big SSS.” 


They were selling a dream — the great American Dream of making lots of money. But | was a kid, so what did | care? 
| went through every page of these magazines, and whenever | found an ad that offered a free catalog or free book, 
| clipped the reply forms from the magazines and filled them out. Then | cajoled my dad into buying a stack of 
postcards. They were 2 cents in those days. 


| taped the reply forms to every one of those postcards, addressed them, and dad mailed them. Then, | waited. One 
week. Two weeks. One Saturday, in the third week, | saw the mailman heading up the street towards our house. He 
walked slowly, hunched over and struggling with a great weight on his back. When he came to our house, he took 
out a pile of stuff about five inches thick, and handed to my dad. Then he quickly turned and scurried farther up the 
block, no doubt delighted to be relieved of his burden. 


Dad looked at me and with a smile on his face said: “Hey — what the hell did you do here?” 


“It was all those postcards you got for me. | wrote for free stuff.” 
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The Way We Were 


He suppressed a laugh and handed me the pile. 
“Okay, son, but don’t write for any more for awhile.” 


| began devouring every catalog and “free book,” even the ones offering “big money” in radio-TV repair 
and electronics. The catalogs were from Allied Radio, Lafayette, Radio Shack, Olson, and Burstein- 
Applebee. My favorite was from Allied. It had a satellite on its cover. 


ALLIED RADIO 


100 N.WESTERN AVENUE+ CHICAGO £0. 1iL 
Telephone HAymarket }-6800 


CATALOG 
NO. 160 


THe FARTH CATELLOOE 
ane Peas) . 
. 


INOCEK ON 
PAGE 34° 


Image: museumofyesterday.org 
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The Way We Were 


What a goldmine of sheer, electronic joy! There was page upon page of Hi-Fi equipment, test equipment, electronic 
gadgets of every kind. But page 206 had what | was looking for: shortwave radio kits. 


knight-kits for Hobbyists and Experimenters 


KNIGHT-KIT receiver kits are the first choice of students, hobbyists and 
experimenters. Designed for easy building, you get clear instructions, plus 
giant pictorial di ms ne detail of assembly. You also get 
. .. premium quality parts for a ute dependability . . . the latest ad- 


vances in equipment design . . . and extra savings, made possible through 
Allied’s volume o— . Professional performance of your completed pots 
n you choose an outstanding KNIGHT-KIT . . . 


ment is assured w 


knight-kit “Space Spanner” Receiver Kit knight-kit “Ocean Hopper” Receiver Kit 
THRILLING SHORTWAVE AND BROADCAST RECEPTION BROADCAST, LONG WAVE & SHORT WAVE RECEPTION 
Ont © Built-in PM Speaker Ont « High 
v @ Sensitive Regenerative Circuit v © Full Frequency Coverage 
SEIS — « Stenderd ond Short Wave Bands SUITS 2 From 155 bes t0 35 me 
* Convenient Bandswitching + Step-By-Step 

Sensitive 2-band receiver in easy-to-build kit form. An_easy-to-put-together, top-performing receiver kit 
Short wave band covers 6 to 18 megacycles—pulls in truly worthy of its name! Em a highly sensitive, 
exciting foreign broadcasts from many parts of the ae circuit for excellent ormance with 
world, plus Amateur, aircraft, police and marine radio, only 2 tubes. E: 


xeellent headphone reception; may be 
Specially designed regenerative circuit also provides used with any 3-4 ohm PM speaker on strong Gipadcnst 
highly sensitive reception on t band. Broadcast band stations. The “Ocean Hopper” is supplied with 
band or short wave is selected simply with the built-in plug-in coil for covering standard troniicast band; 
bandswitch, covers long wave and popular short wave bands with 


Built-in 4" PM speaker and beam-power output tube coils li below. 

for plenty of volume. Headphone connectors on rear All controls are mounted on the front panel: Main 
panel allow private, quiet listening; slide switch cuts Tuning, Bands , Antenna Tuning, and Off-On- 
out speaker. Sensitive circuit poig Mpa regener- Regeneration. Tubes: 12AT6 detector and 50CS audio 
ative detector and audio amplifier; 5 power output; output; 3SW4 rectifier. Gray panel and clearly marked 
35W4 rectifier. 6 controls allow precise, accurate tuning; lucite main tuning knob. Size, 6x9 4x5". With all parts 
Bandspread, Main Tuning, Antenna Trimmer, Band- and instructions; less extra coils, headphones and 
switch, Regeneration, a Volume. Panel is finished speaker. Instructions include ae pictorial 
in attractive gray; has black knobs. Detailed, step-by- and schematic diagrams. For 110-120 volts, 50-60 cycle 
step instructions include pictorial and schematic dia~ AC or DC Shpg. wt., 5 Ibs. 
grams. With all parts, punched chassis and tubes. Less 63 ¥ 740. NET.............. 
cabinet (below). Size, 7x10%x6". For 110-120 v., 50- 
60 cycle AC or DC. Shpg. wt., 4% Ibs. 


83 Y 243. NET ASS Carereas- Shoe. wt-, each, 3 on 


83 * 741. Long Weve. 155-470 ke. NET... ey 4 | 


gray pyroxylin covering. Gives receiver handsome, pro- 83 Y 743. Short Wave. 2.9-7.3 mc. 
fessional appearance. Shpg. wt., 2 Ibs. 83 Y 745. Short Wave. 7-17.5 mc. 


CABINET FOR ABOVE. Smart, wood cabinet with durable, 83 ¥ 742. Short Wave. 1.65-4.1 mc. 
83 Y 247. NET.. 


2.90 83 Y 744. Short Wave. 15.5-35 me. 


5943110. NET.... Fs ..2,00 


ANTENNA KIT. Antenna kit for use with Knight-Kit 
receivers. 50’ of antenna wire, 25’ of lead-in, insulat- 
ors, etc. Shpg. wt., 1% Ibs. 
83 C 100. NET.. : : 


Koight-Kits Have Easy-To- Follow Instructions 


‘= ae 


Image: alliedcatalogs.com 
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The Way We Were 


There were two models — the “Space Spanner,” and the “Ocean Hopper.” The “Space Spanner” covered 
the AM broadcast band plus 6 to 18 Megacycles (you youngsters know them as Megahertz). It had a 4 inch 
PM speaker on the front panel. Pretty nice, | thought. It sold for $15.95, plus another $2.90 for a wood 
cabinet with “gray pyroxylin covering.” 


The “Ocean Hopper,” on the other hand, was only $11.75, and came with one free plug-in coil for the AM 
broadcast band. Additional coils could be ordered. The long-wave coil cost 79 cents, and coils for the 
shortwave bands were 65 cents each. | quickly noticed that the “Ocean Hopper,” despite its lower price, 
actually covered far more frequencies. With a complete set of coils, it could tune 155 kilohertz to 
35 Megahertz. Whoa! That’s a better deal, | told my dad, and showed him the catalog listing. 


“Now, that’s better, son. Okay, I’ll order it for you.” 


Dad allowed me to get one more coil. | chose the one for the highest tuning range, which was 15.5 to 
35 Megahertz. Dad wrote out the order and mailed it with a check. | was thrilled. 


Then, | waited again — one week, two weeks, and then three. By now | was getting nervous. | wondered if 
they were ever going to send it. | kept pestering dad to call them up and ask about the order. But long 
distance calls were expensive, so dad said to be patient. 


Finally, one Friday, | came home from my fifth grade class at Henry B. Milnes School, face down, forlornly 
expecting to have to wait longer. But as | came to the front door, | saw dad holding a carton and smiling. 
Oh boy! It came! | went in, and within about three seconds, | had torn the carton open, eagerly. 


“Take it easy, son,” dad said. “Take it EASY!” 


Five minutes later, | had taken every single part out of the carton and laid them all over the living room 
floor. Dad cautioned me not to lose any parts, and to check to see if they were all there. | went through 
every part and checked it off in the instruction manual. They were all there. By this time, mom had supper 
on the table, and | was told to put everything away, sit down, and eat. 


After supper, | went back to the living room, but dad said | should study the manual first, which | did. Dad 
brought his soldering iron from the basement to the living room, and set up a kind of temporary 
workbench on top of a drop-leaf table. The Knight Kit box included a roll of solder. 


“We'll work on it tomorrow,” dad said, but | was anxious to start right away. Dad was right, though. | had 
to wait, and first read the manual to understand what had to be done. | learned what each part was, and 
what it did. | learned how to use the radio, once it was built. By evening, | was ready; but | had to wait 
until the next morning. That night, | was so excited that | hardly slept at all. 


Saturday morning, | awoke at about seven. | deliberately went into the kitchen and started knocking pots 
and pans around, hoping to wake up dad, too. But dad finally emerged from his bed at around 10:00. 
After breakfast, | was told, | could start building. 
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The Way We Were 


True to his promise, dad and | went to the temporary workbench in the living room. Dad worked at the Western 
Electric plant on Maple Avenue in Fair Lawn, until the plant was closed and moved to their Kearny headquarters, 
where he spent 26 very happy years. He taught me how to solder that day, without making cold solder joints. | liked 
soldering. | liked the smell, too. It was RADIO. 


| installed and soldered each part. Then | plugged in the coil for the highest shortwave band. | attached a hunk of 
bell wire to the Fahnestock clip antenna terminal on the back of the chassis, and strung it around the room. When 
I'd finished, dad suggested | check my work, which | did. | could find no errors, so then he said to try the set. 
| turned it on, by “...rotating the ON/OFF Regeneration control clockwise until an audible click is heard,” as the 
instruction manual told me. 


The tubes lit up. Oh boy. Then, after some seconds, | turned up the regeneration control, and heard a hiss. Oh boy! 
That works, too. Then, | turned the main tuning dial, and heard a lot of squeals. They were the carriers of shortwave 
stations. | settled on one signal, and adjusted the band-spread knob until it came in strongest. | backed off on the 
regeneration, and suddenly, the squeal disappeared, and turned into a human voice speaking a strange language. 


| listened for some time until, just before the next hour, | heard a few bars of “Columbia the Gem of the Ocean.” 
Then, a different voice came on. “You have just heard our program in Laotian. This is the Voice of America 
transmitter, WBOU in Bound Brook, New Jersey.” 


| called dad in the room. “Hey dad — | got Bound Brook, New Jersey!” 


Dad called me ‘Marconi,’ and | was as happy as a king. Thus began a long adventure in shortwave listening. | heard 
local hams on 10 meters using AM phone. The first station | heard was W2PSU, Ken, in Rochelle Park. Then, another 
Rochelle Park station, K2TQX, whose name was Ron. Both times, | had to lower the regeneration because these guys 
were very strong here, and their signals would send the receiver into oscillation. The other local calls I’ve forgotten, 
but those two were very active in those days. 


Sometime in 1958, | heard some very odd call letters on a band just slightly below 10 meters. Although they 
sounded like hams, they had a lot of numbers in their calls. Once, when one of my ham uncles came over for a visit, 
| had him listen to these stations. One of them was 2W4967 or something like that. My uncle made a face. 


“Oh, for Pete’s sake, those are CBers, not hams!” 


He explained the difference, and counseled me to only get a ham license. Besides, | would have to be 18 years 
old to get a CB permit, but hams could be licensed at any age. | was eleven, now. Shortly after this, | bought a 
License Manual at a flea market type of place that used to be on Route 17 in Lodi. | also bought some recent 
copies of QST and CQ. They were cheap — ten or fifteen cents apiece, but | ran out of allowance money, so 
| couldn’t buy any more. 


| was sure | could pass the Novice exam, even though it meant learning the code. But | doubted that | could pass the 
General yet. So | waited a few more years, and got my Novice when | was fourteen, and my General one year later. 
In the meantime, | built a kind of spark transmitter using a train transformer to drive a 24 volt dynamotor that | had 
taken out of an Interphone amplifier bought from Fair Radio Sales in Ohio. The dynamotor produced some 250 Volts 
D.C., which powered a modified relay, with contacts | had locked open to form a crude spark gap. | used this 
makeshift transmitter for code practice before my Novice license arrived. It tore up the audio and video of TV sets all 
over the neighborhood. 
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The Way We Were 


Years passed, and | have enjoyed ham radio immensely, having operated on all bands from 160 meters to 
70 centimeters, CW, AM, FM, and SSB, with brief forays into RTTY and SSTV. But that’s another story. 


Dad passed away in 1992 after a courageous battle with cancer. One week after dad’s passing, | went to a hamfest 
at a church in Upper Saddle River. As soon as | went in, | saw John W2FNT standing behind a table. John was a 
former co-worker of my dad’s at Western Electric, and he was a fixture at hamfests for many years. 

But what caught my eye was something John had on his table. It was a pristine Hallicrafters SX-62A. My eyes nearly 
bugged out of my head. In all my years of hamfesting, | had never seen one for sale before. | went over to John and 
asked whether it worked. He said it worked fine. | asked what he wanted for it. One fifty, he said. Without 


negotiating, or even taking a breath, | reached into my pocket, opened my wallet, and counted out the one fifty. 


“Sorry about your dad,” John said, but | hardly took notice. | lugged all 63 pounds of this treasure back to my car, 
and loaded it in the passenger seat. It was so big, it barely fit. 


| didn’t go back to the hamfest to look for any more stuff. After waiting 35 years, | had finally found what I’d always 
wanted. | couldn’t ask for more than that. 


As | started the engine, | realized that what dad couldn’t afford to give me when | was ten, he somehow managed to 
give me anyway, but by other means. | will always believe that. 


“Thanks, dad,” | said, and drove home. 


73, 
Fred W2AAB 


Rare FLARC Zoom Screen Capture—June Business Meeting 
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Around the Shack 
de Hal Kennedy N4GG 


Meteor Scatter? Me? Surely you’re joking. 


One of the great things about Amateur Radio is the limitless areas to explore. 

By frequency: From LF (2,200 and 630 meters) all the way up to UHF and SHF (read: gigahertz). 
By mode: CW, SSB, SSTV, RTTY, FT-8 — you get the picture. 

By inclination: QRP, EMCOMM, Rag chewing, DXing, Contesting, Boat anchors, etc. 


There is more than a lifetime worth of ham-adventures to explore, and it seems there are new digital modes 
added faster than | can keep count much less get involved with and try. Also, to be honest, as an old CW op 
| have not tried hard to keep up with new digital modes. However, | did get busy with FT-8 and have now 
stumbled onto a second one | am enjoying. 


FT-8 has been a real eye-opener. I’ve used FT-8 to work a few JAs on six meters and to quickly fill-in the few 
states | needed for 9-band WAS. | need Hawaii on six meters for 10-band WAS. If | ever make that QSO it will 
probably be on FT-8 or whatever comes along next. Hawaii can be worked on six meters from the East Coast on 
CW, and it’s been done before there were digital modes - but it’s difficult and you have to be at the radio when 
the propagation arrives (possibly only for a few minutes). Digital modes, specifically FT-8 make it a /ittle easier. 
FT-8 is worth about a 6 GB signal-to-noise-ratio improvement and every dB counts. 


My FT-8 experiences began with downloading Joe Taylor’s operating software — WSJT-X. If you didn’t know; Joe 
is a Nobel Prize winning physicist and one of the most self-effacing, nicest guys you will ever meet. He is also 
very active. | have had many QSOs with Joe, including on FT-8. 


With six meters as a new interest of mine, and having used FT-8 with WSJT-X with some success, | got around to 
checking out what else | might be able to do with minimal additional effort (COV-19 house-bound boredom). 
| looked at the WSTJ-X pull-down menu under “mode” this April. WSJT-X supports LOTS of modes. 


| recognized JT65; I’d made a few JT-65 QSOs years back and left it quickly — it seemed tedious. | had also 
played around with WSPR a little. The rest looked like hieroglyphics - but | realized all the modes in the pull- 
down menu were available to me. | had the rig-computer sound-board interface for FT-8 and that’s all it takes 
to try the rest. The modulation schemes and protocols change from mode to mode as does the intended 
purpose (that’s the point after all), but the hardware and software are always the same. If you are set up for 
FT-8 you are set up for the rest. 


So, in among all the modes supported by WSJT-X is MSK144. Some of the “six meter guys” | chat with on-line 
were into MSK144 — so, sure, why not try it? 


’ll spare you a technical description of the modulation scheme (it is easy to look up if you are interested) and 
just tell you what it’s intended for, and works well at: Meteor Scatter. 
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Around the Shack 


What? Me? Meteor Scatter? Isn’t that some esoteric pursuit die-hard VHF/UHF guys try and are happy with one 
QSO every once ina long while? It might have been once, but it isn’t anymore. 


MSK144 has made it easier — much easier — to make meteor scatter QSOs. Meteors ionize the atmosphere for brief 
moments lasting from milliseconds to seconds. MSK144 transmits simple exchanges rapidly, over and over, hoping 
to catch a short burst of meteor enhanced propagation to get the message across. It’s different than FT-8 which 
transmits messages slowly, relying on average on the receiving end to improve signal-to-noise ratio. 


So, after an hour of reading about it, monitoring 50.260 MHz, watching what was showing up on my monitor, and 
hearing little bursts of meteor scattered RF (with my own ears!), | hit the transmit button and started making 
contacts. 


It is easy to operate but fair warning — it can be slow going if you don’t know when to try. At predictable times there 
are lots of stations and meteors, and things move quickly. During meteor showers there can be signals arriving 
continuously. The peak time for meteor scatter QSOs is the three hours beginning at sunrise. It is said there is more 
activity on weekend mornings than during the week, but COV-19 may have changed that. | have not seen a weekend 
peak in activity — there are lots of ops on every morning that meteor scatter is likely. 


A big surprise for me is who | worked in my first few meteor scatter outings. Joe Taylor, K1JT went into the log — for 
me working Joe is always exciting. A lot of very familiar calls were worked over my first few days of activity. Famous 
contester K2UA was worked. Ward Silver, NOAX, who writes prolifically for the ARRL was there. Many of my 
contesting and DXing buddies were present and active. Many of the guys | run into on 40 meter CW were there! 
Was | the last one of my friends to find meteors? 


Well, not exactly. NOAX admitted | was his second QSO. He was my third. Others however have been doing it for 
years — specifically since MSK144 came along in 2016. 


If you have a six meter station and FT-8 running, meteor scatter is available to try. It’s also actively pursued on two 
meters and 70 cm, although you will need a top notch station (including high power) on those bands and it gets more 
difficult to make contacts as the frequency goes up. My six meter station is modest at best and I’ve made lots of 
QSOs. | have no station for bands above six meters. 


In these staying-at-home COV-19 times, finding a new mode has been a real pleasure and intriguing. Try it! 


How neat is it to tell someone what you’re doing — when you are doing this? 
Meteor scatter is a real conversation starter. 


My Neighbor: What were you doing this morning Hal? 
Me: Bouncing my ham signals off the tails of meteors. 


My Neighbor: Stop pulling my leg — what were you really doing? 


73, 


Hal N4GG 
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FLARC Proof Of Performance 


Why is FLARC New Jersey's most 
exciting radio club? 


Here are just a few reasons so far in 2019: 


¢ Field Day at Memorial Park 
e Winter Field Day 
¢ World Amateur Radio Day special event 


¢ Earth Day At Great Falls special event 
station 


¢ Garretson House special event station 
¢ Memorial Day parade public event 

¢ Portable Day(s) with BARA 

¢ Fair Lawn Street Fair(s) public event 


Plus: 
¢ Thursday Night open house and CW class 


¢ Soldering classes 

¢ RACES/ARES public service 

¢ Monthly w sessions 

¢ Projects such as end fed and 2m antennas 
¢ Annual member interest survey 

¢ Weekly Monday “Near and Far” Net 

¢ FLARC auction 

¢ FLARC Holiday Party free to members 


¢ Independence Day Fireworks public event 
¢ Vintage Night 

¢ “Kids Day” public event with TCRA 

¢ North American OSO Party 

e NJ QSO Party 

¢ Foxhunts 

¢ Summer VANFEST at W2DLT 

¢ Field Trip to iHeart Radio 


Plus: 
¢ Over 45 consecutive months of speaker 
programs including K1JT in 2019! 


¢ New equipment in the shack! 
¢ New antennas on the roof! 


¢ Coming Soon: Tuesday evening and 
Saturday morning club openings 


e And...a clubhouse!! 


That's why FLARC is the best club around!! 
Join us with more activities, speakers and projects to come! 
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2020 ARRL VHF Contest (6-Meter Opening) 
By Robert Holstrom, KD2BKD, 6/18/2020 


This year’s June VHF contest came with some disappointments for me. First was 
the covid-19 issue so | was not sure | was = 
going to be able to get out and rove 
during the contest. Then a week before 
my rover had issues. Took it for repair but 
was not done in time so | had a plan B. 


My plan B was to set up an outdoor 
station. | have a home made 30 ft mast 
made from an old portable basketball 
hoop. | put my 70cm, 2m, and 6m home & 
made square loop antennas up there. See photo of mast tilted with the 3 square 
loop antennas. 2-meter is at the top next is the 70 cm and then 6-meter loop. 


= s @ \set upa table for my radio below in 
We the shade and was ready by the 2:00 
start. See antennas on the top left of 
2™ photo. 


On Saturday the start was slow and 
typical with only contacts within the 4 
local grid squares on 2-meters and 6- 
meters. | only communicated in USB 
(phone) mode. It was good to hear 
people from the local clubs 
participating. | called out on 70cm 
with no reply’s and did not hear 
anyone calling out either. By 4:30 all | 
heard out there was contacts | already 
had and called it quits for the day. 


Sunday, | brought the radio back out 
at noon and dialed up on 6-meters. | 
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heard many more and different contacts then the day before. | heard people 
calling out grid squares EM25. I’m only used to hearing the local 4 grids and 
maybe a little bit further to the next grids of FN32 or FM29. | call out to the EM25 
contact and it was received so put it in the log. The another in EM64, EL98, EM36, 
etc... Wow this is like “magic”. After a few hours of this, at about 4:00, it seemed 
| made all the possible contacts. Then like “magic” | could hear the noise floor 
seemed to change a bit and all the far contacts were then gone. | guess this is 
why they call 6-meters the “magic” band. 


Going back and looking up where the contacts | made where from | see some of 
the following: Arkansas (1167 miles), Alabama (838 miles), Florida (1094 miles), 
Illinois (791 miles), Tennessee (698 miles), and many more. Total grid squares 
worked on 6-meters was 24 on USB phone only. 


6-Meter Square Loop Antenna 


Now about the home-made 6-meter antenna. Originally, | borrowed a 6-meter 
loop antenna that Steve, WI2W, had brand new in the box for roving. | just need 
to put it together. Putting an antenna together teaches you something if you look 
into what makes it work and how it is tuned. That antenna had a beta match and 
worked very well for me, but of course | wanted my own. Looking over the 
internet there is a person selling loop antennas on eBay (freqtester) for about 
$100.00. | like his design using a gamma match. | have a 3d printer and decided 
to build first a 2-meter square loop and see how that goes. That worked out well 
so then it was the 70cm version then finally the 6-meter. For the 6-meter version 
| used 1/2” O.D. aluminum tubing. | also made a 6-meter moxon antenna with 
the same 1/2" material. The 6-meter loop requires about 10 ft. of tubing. There 
are also some other materials required to make the gamma matching tube and 
spacer to hold the gamma match and mounting hardware. The insulated parts 
were done on 3d printer and are holding up well so far. 
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A loop is basically a dipole made into a circle. It is a horizontally polarized 
omnidirectional antenna used for side band, cw, and digital modes like FT8. 


Here are the measurements. It is 30.5” square outside with 2” radius. The gap 
between ends of tube is 4”. The gamma match wire out of the connector block 
comes out 9” and the gamma match tube is 6” long which is spaced 1.75” from 
antenna’s tubing. The ground on the UHF connector is connected to the center of 
the antenna tubing and center conductor goes to the gamma wire. 


To tune the antenna the gamma tube slides over the gamma wire to create 
different capacitance used for tuning. 


| was able to get the antenna to 
tune to 1.1 SWR at 50.200kHz 


This antenna build would make a 
great club project if interested. 
Estimated cost less than $50.00. 
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The New Neighbor 


“Uh... are you sure your new neighbor is just a 75 meter ragchewer?” 


KESEE @ qrz.com 
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FLARC Membership By Zip Code 2020 
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President’s Message, cont'd 


Not only have we been able to keep in touch, 
know how our members and friends have been 
dealing with these trying times, we've been able 
to show that we have a club full of wonderful 
people that truly care for others. That is a great 
feeling, and again, thanks to all. 


Also, this month kicked off three new special 
interest groups at FLARC: Radio Monitoring, FT8 
& DMR. Thanks to all that are getting involved, 
many good things will be coming out of these 
groups. We strongly encourage our membership 
to join these groups and also create new ones. 
Our hobby has different areas that can be of 
interest to different hams. Go ahead, start a 
group of one of those things that you are 
passionate about and share it with others. 


This will be a wonderful thing for our club and 
members. Everyone take care, enjoy the summer 


and "I'll see ya’ on the radio"! 


Nomar NP4H 
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In A Nutshell 


There was no traditional field day at our club except 
for the individual scores that were aggregated by our 
members. Field day this year was a much more 
serious event due to the precautions necessary for 
survival of those most at risk. 


The New Jersey Antique Radio Club managed to 
have one despite the weather. Why do I mention 
this? Because it was a club that was exclusively 
dedicated to antique broadcast radios but recently 
has become interested and involved in ham radio. 


This is what all of us need to expand the hobby, 
other clubs with similar interests who get involved in 
the family of amateur RADIO enthusiasts and that 
will cause the ranks of hams to grow! 


This also applies to makers and experimenters such 
as those in robotic competition contests and those 
involved in maker fairs. Until this epidemic hit, the 
Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club was very involved in 
the same. As a result a number of the new hams and 
non hams studying for licenses have joined the club. 
We are not competing with those of the other 
interests that I have mentioned, but encouraging and 
inviting them to become part of our ranks. 


Until we can again meet face to face, radio is the 
answer! As of late I have been involved in several 
nets on 75 meters LSB. They are informal ‘rag chew 
fests’ and fun to be involved in. Every time we meet 
on the air it is different due to propagation conditions 
and who is on and where they are from! The object is 
to have fun in these trying times. 


Not to forget but there are MANY different aspects 
to radio and ham radio so if you are reading this as a 
non ham or a broadcast radio enthusiast or collector, 
why not give amateur radio a try. 


The Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club is a great place 
to start. 


73 de Fred Wawra, W2ABE 
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Theoretics Demystified 


This time the subject is something that we as hams and 
most others use somewhat frequently — that is glue or 
bonding agents. 


In the early days glue was, so it is said, made from horse’s 
hooves and other parts but that is irrelevant in today’s 
world. First there is white glue that is water soluble (non- 
polar) and is used for crafts involving paper and fabrics. 
What happens is that as the glue dries, the molecules 
comprising it lock together to form a bond. Also, the 
white glue that soaked into the porous material forms 
the same bond locking itself to that material or substrate 
being glued. The bond is not waterproof and not very 
strong, which limits it to craft projects. There are 
however some fabric mending glues that are formulated 
to be very strong and waterproof. Another hobby glue is 
the glue stick which looks like a Chapstick but is very 
sticky. It also has low adhesion. 


There are also hot melt glues that are heat activated but 
also of relatively low adhesion. What makes these glues 
stick and all others, is that they bond their molecules to 
the materials being joined by evaporation of the water or 
solvent used to formulate the glue or heat as in the case 
of glue sticks, there a couple of exceptions however. 


One is sticky tape which sticks due to the molecular 
spikes or projections that lock onto the adjoining surface. 
The surface of those tapes is already cured so that the 
stickiness is built in. 


Next there is wood glue, which is similar to white glue but 
formulated to be very strong when cured especially under 
pressure. Woodworkers use it and clamp the pieces to be 
joined together under pressure and usually let the glue cure 
overnight. This results in a joint that is stronger than the 
wood. There are other water- based glues available. 


The next category are the volatile solvent based glues 
such as contact cement, model glue and some mastic 
preparations. They cure by evaporation of the solvent 
(polar) over a period of time from seconds to days. Again, 
the molecules are bonding to the surfaces being joined. 
Think microscopic tentacles reaching out and entwining 
themselves to the articles being joined. 


Next is epoxy which has two parts. When the two parts 
are mixed together, they chemically react producing heat 
which cures the epoxy into a solid mass. Epoxy ranges 
from a liquid to a clay-like solid and always has two parts 
that must be mixed to make the reaction that causes the 
gluing action and thence the hardening of the epoxy. 
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Theoretics Demystified, cont'd. 


Next we have the cyanoacrylic based glues or super glue that 
cures in response to moisture. The cure time is very quick and 
can bond most materials that do not require flexing. For that 
there are latex based caulks and glues, but they usually 
require extended cure times. There are also many other types 
including silicone-based adhesives but as of late there are 
better choices. There are as of late some flexible cyanocrylate 
type glues. The newest thing is UV glue which is a type of 
cyanocrylate that only bonds and hardens after exposure to 
UV light which is usually provided by an included special UV 
led or flashlight. These glues cure in less than ten seconds 
when exposed to UV light. 


Not to forget, there is a super glue especially made for 
plastics, that produces a virtually unbreakable bond when 
used properly which means that the surfaces to be bonded 
MUST be scrupulously clean before bonding is attempted. 
(This applies to all glues especially the super glue types) This 
usually can be done with alcohol. Try to get 99% anhydrous 
alcohol for this purpose. (it does not feel wet to the touch). 
Wayne Electronics has it. 


The great thing about UV glue is that you can get it to go 
where you want it before curing, as it remains a viscous liquid 
until cured by the UV light. This is why you cannot use it under 
sunlight. After curing, you can file or sand it to shape. If you 
are using super glue formulated for plastics, the parts can be 
tacked together with UV glue as the plastic mender glue takes 
about thirty minutes to fully set. One thing to know is that 
polyethelene, which feels a bit slippery, and polystyrene can 
NOT be glued with any consumer marketed glues — but might 
be able to be glued by something industrial. Lastly for 
anything critical around the house or in the shack, a 
mechanical bond is recommended, especially for heavy 
objects and for safety sake! As always, safety first. 


73 de Fred Wawra, W2ABE 


AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
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110+ NIGHTS AND COUNTING Fair Lawn RACES/ARES Corner, cont'd 


continued 
( ) Please sign up for various nets and activities taking place at 


the following email 


During the height of our H&W Nets, we had maybe 25-30 edideces® fnanes/ and yoleniee ubeomiln ain 


check-ins, now check-ins have moderated to about 10-15. 
What the COVID-19 pandemic brought to us hams is a 
larger sense of community. | would like to thank all who 
participated in the H&W Nets and would like to especially 
thank the Net Control Operators, who include Nomar 
NP4H, Dave N2AAM, Gene WO2W, Brian KD2KLN. We will 
carry on for however long the pandemic takes. Stay well 
and keep in touch. 


Info on FL-RACES is as follows: 


Our next FL-RACES KB2FLR net will take place 

on Wednesday, July 8th at 1915 hours on the Fair Lawn ARC 
Repeater as well as the NJ2BS Repeater (frequencies noted 
above). Thank you to the Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club for 
permitting FL-RACES for using the repeater. 


Postscript: June 26"’s H&W net included our furthest 


contact yet, from across the pond. Eddie M7ARL from 
Middlesborough, United Kingdom was on our Echolink, 
right before the H&W Net and he stayed on through 2 
rounds. 


FL-RACES is part of several RACES groups which operate 
within Bergen County and from time to time has training 
opportunities with Bergen County RACES. We were the Net 
Control Operating Station for the BC-RACES Net which took 
place on Wednesday, June 24th. A thank you goes out to 
the FL-RACES members who participated in the BC-RACES 


From Gene WO2W: 
Net. 


When David and | had the idea to start the Health and 
Wellness net we had no idea that it would last this long. | 
had nothing to do that first Friday night after the club was 
closed and | was missing it, so | got on our repeater. David 
had the same idea plus 3 or 4 others. After talking we 
came up with the name and that we would have a net 
every night at 7pm. 


During the COVID-19 pandemic, our monthly briefings take 
place during the FLARC business meeting. Please join us for 
the next FL-RACES briefing. The volunteer efforts of our 
members are very much appreciated. 


If you are interested in joining the Fair Lawn RACES, please 
contact me. Anyone who's a licensed amateur radio 

ae operator may join Fair Lawn RACES and there's no residential 
The rest is history as they say. requirenvent 
For information regarding Bergen County RACES, please go 
to http://www. bcnijraces.org. 


"We celebrate 100+ days of the Fair Lawn ARC Health and 
Welfare Net being active on a daily basis, providing the 
opportunity to keep us close and united during these 
difficult months where we have been physically distant. 


Please be safe and well. Thank you very much. 73. 
David KD2MOB 


The net has kept us up to date in the needs of our 
members and friends and also has served as a platform to 
continue our discussions of topics that keep us united in 
our hobby. 


My sincere appreciation to Ron, KC2TBD for the idea of 
having this type of net and to all that have served as NCS. 
Also, to all the stations that have checked-in to the net 
and provided information on those members that have 
not been able to join us. 


This again shows that FLARC is strong and united 
ALWAYS". 


A few of the 33 members who took part in the July business meeting 
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Field Day 2020 Pix and Soapbox 


Nomar NP4H: 
A final score for NP4H 109 QSO’s/686 points. 


NP4H 


Dave NO2X: 


| ran the Flex 6700 which allowed me to operate 
6 meters and 2 meter SSB and FT8, monitoring both 
bands simultaneously. 


| made quite a few 2 meter SSB contacts. 2 meter FT8 
was quiet. | did not see any activity on 2 FT8. 


6 meters opened Saturday evening to the south from 
FL to TX. It again opened late Sunday morning to the 
midwest and as far as AZ and Mexico. 


| thank Gordon and crew for having me on the team 
this year. The station layout allowed comfortable 
operating while observing social distancing. Oh, by the 
way, the deer loved us! 


Van W2DLT: 


Nothing on 6, 10 or 15 yesterday. | was doing 20m until 
| saw Brad spotted on 75. Went down there, worked 
him and stayed there 1/2 phone, 1/2 CW. Took off for 
dinner with Laura and Lori and caved at 2AM. Never did 
get to try 40m. Doesn't matter anyway since there are 
no multipliers in FD. 


W2DLT Shack 
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July 3, 2020 Meeting Notes 


President Nomar NP4H called the meeting to order at 
7:30 p.m. on a video conference. The group recited the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 


Secretary Randy WU2S called the roll of officers and 
trustees and all were present except Vice President 
John W2JLH and Trustee Skip KD2BRV. The meeting 
had a quorum to conduct club business. Skip joined the 
meeting shortly after it began. Secretary Randy WU2S 
announced that the minutes from the June meeting 
were sent to all members of record and published in 
the club’s newsletter, The Resonator, which is on the 
club’s website at http://newsletters.FairLawnARC.org . 
He asked the members present if there were any 
corrections or amendments needed. There were none 
so Gene WO2W moved to accept the minutes as 
published and Don K2PD seconded the motion. The 
motion passed by acclamation. 


Treasurer Al WA2ZOWL read this month’s Treasurer’s 
Report. Skip KD2BRV moved to accept the report as 
presented and Dave N2AAM seconded the motion. The 
motion passed by acclamation. 


Randy WU2S said that there is no Tech Committee 
report this month. 


Ed WX2R reported for the Publicity Committee that we 
received 100 bonus points for having recognition of 
FLARC’s participation published in two newspapers. 


Jim W2JC reported that the FLARC web site has a 
calendar function that is kept up-to-date and which 
emails automatic reminders. On the Groups.io website 
there are three new subgroups. They are special 
interest groups (SIGs) for DMR, Monitoring/SWL, and 
FT8. You can subscribe to any or all these subgroups by 
selecting “Join Special Interest Group(s)” in the menu 
bar on the left side of the website (FairLawnARC.org). 
Subscribing to our groups.io is the best way to keep 
informed of all club info. 


There was no social media report. 


Continued on next page. 


www.FairLawnARC.org Page 35 


July 2020 Meeting Notes, cont'd 


President Nomar NP4H reported that the Fair Lawn ARES 
group has moved its weekly training net to Wednesday 
evenings at 8:00 pm on the W2NPT repeater. President 
Nomar NP4H thanked everyone who participated in this 
year’s unusual Field Day event. Your logs should be 
submitted to the ARRL and to 3830scores.com. At 
3830scores.com, at left look under "Recent Contests" and 
click on "ARRL Field Day" -- on the entry page, click the 
small down arrow at the "Club" entry and select "Other 
(specify when prompted)" -- then enter Fair Lawn ARC in 
the "Club not on list" entry window. Jim W2JC noted that 
3830 will include FLARC on its club list if enough members 
upload their contest scores to this website and enter Fair 
Lawn ARC, as above. President Nomar NP4H asked for a 
motion to accept the committee reports. Brian KD2KLN so 
moved and Skip KD2BRV seconded the motion. The 
motion passed by acclamation. 


President Nomar NP4H announced that he and Gene 
WO2W visited the Recreation Center and spoke with 
Jimmy Graff . The facility is in good shape. There was an 
issue with the 440 DMR repeater receiving but not 
transmitting. It appears to be working now. Nomar plans 
to revisit the center and check this repeater next week. 


Gene WO2W reported that the Fair Lawn Board of 
Education gave some land next to the Recreation Center 
to the borough. This will be used to expand the Recreation 
Center’s parking lot. Work on this improvement has 
begun. 


Gene said that there is no date yet for the planned re- 
opening of the Senior Center. 


Secretary Randy WU2S relayed a message from Thom 
W2NZ that our YouTube channel continues to grow with 
an additional 9 subscribers this month for a total of 454. 
The watch time was up 1% in the last month. 


President Nomar NP4H asked members who use social 
media to share our YouTube channel with others to help 
boost the number of our subscribers. Easy link is 
http://youtube.FairLawnARC.org. 


President Nomar NP4H asked Treasurer Al WA2ZOWL 
about the status of efforts to use PayPal for membership 
dues payments. Al reported that he made numerous 
phone calls to PayPal with no success. The company 
appears to be understaffed. Al said that we may have to 
wait until things return to normal. 
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President Nomar NP4H reminds members that our next 
“Kawfee Tawk” will be on Friday July 17. The presenter will 
be Charlie AC2ZU and the topic is Nikola Tesla. 


Dave N2AAM announced that he will conduct a Zoom 
meeting on Friday July 31 at 7:30 pm to start the activities of 
the Monitoring SIG. This is a special interest group for those 
interested in radio communications monitoring and 
shortwave listening (SWL). Dave will present an overview of 
the radio spectrum and the various services which use it. To 
join this group, you can select “Join Special Interest 
Group(s)” in the menu bar on the left side of the club 
website (FairLawnARC.org) and then opt-in for the 
Monitoring SIG. You can also email Ed WxX2R_ at 
wx2r@arrinet to let him know of your interest. 


President Nomar NP4H reports that he and several others 
are keeping DMR activity going on the 440 repeater supplied 
by Brad KM2C. He would like to see more activity on this 
repeater. He said that you can use your own local hotspot to 
connect if you are out of range for a direct RF link. Dave 
N2AAM said to connect to Talk Group (TG) 310015 to access 
this repeater. Dave notes that you do not need to be a 
FLARC member to participate and that all are welcome. Bob 
KD2BKD said that this Talk Group is working well. Bob will 
host a Zoom conference on Friday July 24 to discuss DMR. 


President Nomar NP4H asked if there was any new business 
and there was none. President Nomar NP4H asked Judith 
KC2LTM to send several cards to Dave NK2Q to express the 
club’s congratulations on Dave’s son’s wedding and the 
condolences for the loss of several of Dave’s family and 
friends. 


Dave KD2MOB reported that our daily Health and Welfare 
net continues with excellent participation. The net has been 
running daily for 112 days in a row (16 weeks). Dave said 
that the net had a check-in from the U.K. recently by Eddie 
M7ARL. 


Having no further business, President Nomar NP4H asked for 
a motion to adjourn. Dave N2AAM so moved and Judith 
KC2LTM seconded the motion. The members present voted 


in favor and the meeting was adjourned at 8:19 p.m. 


Secretary Randy WU2S reports that 33 members 
participated in this video conference business meeting. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Randy WU2S, Secretary 
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